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n	 Justicia Shipena

There is controversy among Namibia 
activists on the practice of Otjiramue cultural 
practice adverting rape crime in Namibia. 
This follows after, Omaheke regional 
councillor, Peter Kazongominja, submitted 
to the National Council on Monday that the 
culture of Otjiramue could be the answer to 
the scourge of rape in Namibia.
Otjiramue is a practice among the Ovaherero 
community which allows the children of a 
brother and sister to get married or engage in 
sexual activity.
"Otjiramue is also trying to help that we 
should not commit these crimes because 
there is a lot that I can look at, that I am 
assured (of). So, I do not have the need to 
go back to unnecessary things because 
the tjiramues are there, and some of them 
are very pretty so that I can look at them," 
Kazongominja said in his submission to the 
rape amendment bill.
The combatting of domestic violence and 
combatting of rape amendment bills are 
currently being debated in the National 
Assembly with submissions from PDM's 
member of parliament Elma Dienda that 
rape does not exist in marriage which also 

n	 Hertha Ekandjo

The works and transport ministry has said 
that seven-seater operators are operating 
illegally and deserve to be locked up if found 
by the police.
This follows after registered operators, on 
Tuesday, petitioned the Rehoboth mayor 
Enrico Junias to intervene and stop the 
operations of illegal seven-seater taxis in the 
town.
The ministry's public relations officer Julius 
Ngwedaa told The Villager that the bus 
drivers were right to demonstrate against the 
operation of seven-seaters.
"Whoever is driving a seven-seater and does 
not have a permit at all, the traffic should 
just deal with them, and those who are 
demonstrating, they are just right," 
He added that bus drivers were the ones 
registered under the works and transport 
ministry and that they were the only drivers 
authorised by the ministry to transport people 
from town to town.
"You can only transport people if you have 
a public passengers' permit, so if they do not 
have, then the traffic just needs to deal with 
them accordingly. If you are transporting 
passengers, for survival, to earn an income 
for a living, you need to have that permit," 
said Ngweda. 
According to the PRO, if a driver does not 
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received wild criticism. 
In his submission, Kazongominja also urged 
the council members to turn to the Lord and 
ask that they not be part of the crime of rape 
while describing it as 'evil'.
"This is an evil that is inherited in men. 
Counselling of these crimes should also be 
across the board. Let us counsel ourselves, 
move away from this practice, and try to see 
what we can do," he said.
Human rights activist Rosa Namises has 
come out to say that Kazongominja does not 
have enough information about the topic at 
hand. 
Namises said in the Otjiramue practice, child 
marriage is rife, and rape is also present, 
which does not seem to solve anything. 
"If they go further and say the women in 
Otjiramues are not raped, they are being 
made to be silent. They cannot speak 
because Otjiramue practice has been given 
over generations, and women have come 
to normalise that. Therefore women are not 
speaking up against rape, if it is child rape 
or child marriage. That is their practice," she 
explained. She argues that Namibia cannot 
introduce something done over the years to 
own the Namibian women, stressing that 
women have choices. 

have a public passenger's permit, they cannot 
transport people with just a driver's license 
but should be in possession of a permit.
Moreover, he said that was an illegal act 
being practised by seven-seater drivers, 
adding these drivers need to be banned from 
driving. 
Ngweda noted that only those with Quantum 
and Iveco busses with permits could transport 
people.
"Those who are transporting passengers 
without permits must just know that this 
country is ruled by laws, and we cannot 
operate in a vacuum. We operate under the 
laws. Those operating illegally should just 
face justice," he mentioned.
Seven-Seater Drivers Have Families To Feed 
Too
United People's Movement (UPM) president 
and member of parliament Jan Johannes 
van Wyk says that seven seaters should 
not be prohibited from operating between 
Windhoek and Rehoboth.
Van Wyk, however, argued that someone 
needs to speak up for seven-seaters.
"Everyone is trying to make a living in this 
country, so somebody needs to stand up and 
speak up for the seven-seaters also, and they 
must know that seven-seater drivers also 
have families to

"Namibian women have choices! They know 
who they want to love and go out with. If that 
was something women wanted, they would 
have done it all over this country," Namises 
adds. 
She then pressed that the political leader ( 
Kazongominja) must better inform himself 
about what women want and what is women's 
preferences regarding relationships. 
In this vein, Nasises concludes that she is not 
convinced that the practice of Otjiramue will 
stop the raping in the country.
"If Otjiramue is the one, then the babies 
that are raped and elderly women and boys 
raped have nothing to do with an Otjiramue 
solution. It is about the men taking charge of 
their sexual lust and addressing it as such."
Gender and media researcher and Namibia 
broadcasting corporation (NBC) chief 
commercial officer Umbi Karuaihe-Upi 
questioned how Otjiramue would advert 
rape.
Karuaihe-Upi said the councillor has no 
scientific base for the comment and that 
a proper study must be done to make a 
statement. 
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Diplomats Need Specialised Marketing Skills - International 
Relations Deputy Minister

NATIONAL NEWS
National Councillor Seven-Seater

"That is maybe just an educated guess. It is 
just a hypothesis, but is it proven? When I 
hear what he is saying, it is just a hypothesis. 
I cannot tell if it is true because no research 
has been done to prove it. This argument of 
the hon councillor is not proven, and there 
must be proper research," she said. 
Herero culture writer Kae Matundu-
Tjiparuro says one needs to understand what 
Otjiramue is while agreeing with Karuaihe-
Upi that resolving rape with Otjiramue is 
unproven. 

"This is simplifying a crime of rape because 
what are the root causes of rape that it can 
be reduced by Otjiramue practice as a 
solution. It can be complex because why do 
people rape in the first place? It is a complex 
thing that cannot be answered by Otjiramue 
only. That is a very simplistic view," argues 
Matundu-Tjiparuro.
Meanwhile, activist Julius Nantangwe 
lamented that Namibians are reactionists 
and don't interrogate things properly, adding 
that maybe Kazongominja has a point and 
Otjiramue can be a solution to rape crimes, 
including gender-based violence.

"Imagine you being married to your cousin. 
Do you think you will take a panga and cut 
your cousin because she has done wrong? 
But don't you think it is easier for families 
to come together and sit couples down?" he 
questioned.

n	 Hertha Ekandjo

The deputy minister of international relations 
and cooperation, Jenelly Matundu, says it 
has become necessary for diplomats to have 
specialised marketing skills and to sharpen 
their understanding of the world order. 
According to her, this would ensure 
efficient and effective functioning of their 
administration and management systems in 
Namibia and their diplomatic missions.
Matundu said this during the official opening 
of the Namibia Diplomatic Academy 
Workshop on Tuesday in Windhoek.
"Over the years, new issues have come to the 
fore, such as the environment, blue economy, 
human trafficking, piracy and cybercrime, 
issues that did not feature prominently on the 
global agenda at the time," she said. 
She added that these issues have become 
prominent and that they needed to align 
themselves with the international community 
in addressing what has become major 
challenges and a threat to international peace 
and security.
She said that given emerging developments 
and the need for the international relations 
framework and policy to be more robust, 
dynamic and forward-looking, the demand 
was more pressing for establishing the 
Diplomatic Academy.
"The establishment of this academy is 
especially timely, as the Covid-19 pandemic 
continues to put a strain on the conduct of 
diplomacy and hampering people-to-people 
diplomatic engagements that cannot be 
replaced by virtual meetings," she expressed.
On 12 April 2022, the international relations 
and cooperation ministry and the University 
of Namibia (Unam) signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding for the parties to cooperate 
in education, training and research in 
international relations and diplomacy. 

According to Matundu, the MoU opens 
doors for collaboration in the academic, 
training and research fields to enhance 
the professional skills of their Foreign 
Service practitioners, in the fields of foreign 
policy, from economic diplomacy and 
political analysis to geo-political situations, 
international law and consensus building.
The deputy minister mentioned that It was 
of utmost importance for them to have an 
effective Foreign Service comprising of 
professional men and women adequately 
equipped to promote and defend national 
interests at all times without fear or favour.
"To this end, people to be employed in 
MIRCO as Foreign Service Practitioners 
must have appropriate fields of study. 
Similarly, diplomatic training and retraining 
will become an integral part of our Foreign 
Policy implementation," she emphasised.
She highlighted that the academy would 
provide the much-needed skills and capacity 
building to grow their Foreign Service 
into a compatible workforce for the 21st 
century and beyond, to ensure that our staff 
are equipped to withstand and adapt to the 
changing global environment.
Moreover, she noted that the academy would 
also enhance new conceptual thinking and 
develop applicable frameworks to measure 
Namibia's influence on the international 
arena. 
"Regionally, the Academy will contribute 
to fostering intellectual collaboration 
among countries both regionally and 
internationally," she said.
"Our first minister of foreign affairs, Dr 
Theo-Ben Gurirab, impressed on the need for 
improved diplomatic training to have Foreign 
Service personnel who will be thoroughly 
competent, loyal and professional, and which 
will enable Namibia to exert an international 
presence and influence in the interest of the 
Namibian government and its people. Hence 
the Curriculum should be designed to meet 
our peculiar needs," Matundu mentioned.
According to her, geopolitics has evolved, 
and several challenges have come up which 
require a new approach and cannot be solved 
by traditional diplomatic practices. 
"Therefore, now more than ever, the 
practice of international relations must 
be combined with several stakeholders in 
order to effectively address these challenges 
collectively," she concluded.

look 
after like the bus drivers!" he exclaimed.
"We can't remove seven-seaters because they 
are also looking for money. Customers are 
just customers," he said. According to van 
Wyk, the government made life difficult 
for seven-seater drivers throughout the 
country by not allowing them a chance to get 
permits that would allow them to be in the 
transportation industry. Van Wyk added that 
due to this, the drivers are forced to transport 
people illegally for them to put bread on 
their table. Further, he said that these drivers 
were human beings just like those driving 
registered buses.
A seven-seater driver who opted to remain 
anonymous told The Villager that he was 
really disappointed and heartbroken seeing 
that the works and transport ministry 
thought so little about them. He stated that 
they, as seven-seater drivers, have, on many 
occasions, reached out to the ministry to 
apply for permits, but they were given a 
deaf ear. "We as seven-seater drivers tried 
so many times to apply for permits, but we 
can get no attention from them, and I feel 
bad about that. I believe that we will never 
stop driving, even if all of us get arrested for 
that," he said. Furthermore, he emphasised 
that that was their only way of survival and 
ensuring their kids had bread on the table.
According to him, the ministry was welcome 
to take their cars for an inspection to see for 
themselves that they were fit and safe when 
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it came to transporting passengers.
In 2021, over 100 seven-seater drivers 
brought traffic in Windhoek to a standstill 
to protest the annulling of their licenses as 
transport operators. 
At that time, the drivers demanded that their 
revoked licenses be restored as they were 
operating illegally and often received traffic 
fines, with one driver having outstanding 
tickets worth N$25 000. 
During that time, the Seven Seaters 
Association members said they were being 
discriminated against due to the Road 
Transportation Act No.74 of 1977. 
They said their mission was to assist the 
government in alleviating the shortage of 
public transport, job creation and support 
their families.  Despite receiving a letter from 
the works and transport ministry stating that 
any person "who operates a public passenger 
road transport service, as defined in the Act, 
inclusive of the seven-seaters, cannot and 
may not be legally discriminated against", 
the drivers still felt discriminated against. 
At that time, the deputy transport minister 
Veikko Nekundi had re-emphasised the 
government's stance was that these operators 
may not be harassed.
He received the Seven-Seaters Association's 
petition on behalf of minister John Mutorwa 
stating that seven-seater operators are not 
allowed to transport passengers over long 
distances unless granted a permit to do so 
over a distance of no more than 55 kilometres

"Maybe a new discussion should come up, 
and people should practice their cultures. I 
see the councillor is now being victimised, 
but we don't interrogate things. If a practice 
has been don't and worked before us, I see 
nothing wrong with it."
Nantangwe added the current generation 
is destroying systems that have worked for 
ages by replacing them with nothing.
"If what we have put in place is working, 
why are these things against us?"
Furthermore, he said a discussion should 
be opened so people can see the other 
perspective.

"We are western colonised, and everything 
you look at as African is deemed wrong, 
but it is not true, and that is not the case. 
When you look at the Himba community, 
this is the only true tribe that is left that we 
can learn from as Africans. We always see 
them as uncivilised, but when you look at 
a Himba person, how many cases have you 
heard of a Himba man killing his wife in a 
so "uncivilised" society? Also, how many 
rape cases did you come from there?" he 
further questions. The OvaHimba people 
are indigenous people with an estimated 
population of about 50 000 living in northern 
Namibia, in the Kunene region.
Nantangwe also said Namibia failed 
drastically from a legal perspective and 
regarding relationships. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

 

The Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia hereby invite expression of interest bids 

from suitable qualified and competent consultants for the following bid: 

Bid Feasibility Study to Develop Innovative Finance for Community-
based Conservation in Namibia: Beyond Tourism and Hunting 

Closing 
Date Thursday, 25 August 2022, Time: 11H00AM   

 

The Bid Document can be obtained from the AFD or EIF website:  

https://afd.dgmarket.com/tender/53135115 or www.eif.org.na/documents/procurement    
 
 
Submissions to be hand delivered at: 
Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia 
1st Floor, Reception, deposit in the bid box 
c/o Heinitzburg & Dr. Theo Ben-Gurirab Street, 
Klein Windhoek 
 
 
Admin Enquiries:                           Technical Enquiries:   
Mr. Joseph Elagon                           Mr. Cosmos Shaduka               
Tel: 061-431 7733                            Tel: 061-431 7729                     
E-mail: JElagon@eif.org.na              Email: CShaduka@eif.org.na          
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The Chronicles of SOEs 
Market Capture and Inefficient 

Costly Dominance

Namibia Mourns 
Iconic Publisher

NATIONAL NEWS

n	 Nghiinomenwa-vali Erastus

Legalised monopolies operating as 
State Owned Enterprises have created 
anticompetitive effects, becoming barriers 
to the participation of efficient and 
transformative private players.
An assessment by the World Bank contained 
in a Private Sector Diagonastic report for 
Namibia released last month.
Namibia's largely monopolistic market 
structure and dominant public sector create 
an uneven playing field for the private sector, 
the report read.
To top it off, most of them cannot even be self-
sustaining. Taxpayers are constantly bailing 
them out instead of declaring dividends and 
softening the government fund issues.
The Bank of Namibia governor was quoted 
saying in order to maintain a competitive 
economy moving forward, other crucial 
changes include breaking up monopolies in 
significant economic sectors and advancing 
the SOE's reform agenda.
The assessment by the World Bank 
researchers found that public enterprise or 
SOE sector dominance in a small economy 
such as Namibia creates anticompetitive 
effects.
Especially when SOEs operate in 
monopolistic and privileged positions in key 
sectors of the economy—as they do even in 
sectors where private participation could be 
more efficient and transformative.
There are 22 designated commercial SOEs in 
the country across at least 15 sectors (out of a 
total of 81 SOEs).
Despite having a much smaller market 
size than most Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
countries, Namibia has the same number of 
SOEs as the OECD average. 
According to the assessment, SOEs have 
90–100 per cent of the market share in 
electricity generation and import, fixed-line 
telecommunication services, postal services 
(other than couriers), and air operation 
infrastructure.
Moreover, they extend to maritime transport 
infrastructure, railway transportation, road 
infrastructure, water supply, and mobile 
telecommunication.
The issue with the various monopolies is 
their struggle with efficiency and innovation, 
constant mounting losses with the state 
coming to their rescue every financial year.
Over 82 per cent of all recorded SOE losses 
were due to Air Namibia, TransNamib, and 
the Roads Contractor Company.
Despite their struggle, the World Bank 
has indicated that ed that SOEs have key 
advantages over private firms. 
SOEs enjoy several advantages that inhibit 
the entry and success of private participants. 
SOEs have preferential access to sources 
of production such as finance and land, 
legislated monopolies in specific sectors, 
preference through policies and oversight 
practices of shareholders, and multiple 
roles that create conflict between regulatory 
functions and operations. 
According to an assessment of 19 
indicators of product market regulation, the 
restrictiveness of product markets is linked 
to several factors.
State involvement in business operations 
through SOEs; controls on certain prices 
that may increase costs for final consumers; 
barriers to entry, trade, and investment; and 
ineffective enforcement of the antimonopoly 
policy.
Thus, despite progress in developing a legal 
framework for competition, the effectiveness 
of competition policy and regulation remains 
limited.
When it comes to access to finance, SOEs 

n	 Justicia Shipena

A woman of letters who was selfless is 
what many have described, Rosemary Jane 
Katjavivi. Jane, the wife of the speaker of the 
National Assembly, Peter Katjavivi, died on 
Tuesday on a flight on her way home in the 
presence of her husband. 
The couple was said to have been returning 
from a trip when she passed away. 
Jane was a writer, editor and former publisher 
with an academic background in African 
studies. In 1990, she set up New Namibia 
Books and for ten years published Namibian 
writing.
She was also the founding chairperson of 
the Association of Namibian Publishers and 
the Namibia Book Development Council, 
Southern African Representative on the 
African Publishers Network (APNET) 
board and a member of the African Books 
Collective Management Committee. 
Having a niche for sharing the stories 
of Africa, the 70-year-old was also the 
founding publisher of the University of 
Namibia (Unam) Press from 2011 to 2016, 
which published peer-reviewed books in law, 
public policy, history and memory politics, 
language and indigenous knowledge.
President Hage Geingob, on Tuesday, 
extended his condolences to her husband and 
family. 
Geingob narrates that Jane helped at the 
Swapo office and became a steadfast 
supporter of freedom fighters during the 
liberation struggle.
"After independence in 1990, as an 
accomplished author and passionate editor, 
Jane was instrumental in building Namibian 
literature and assisted many with editing 
manuscripts and documents," Geingob said.
He said the nation would cherish her 
outstanding role in developing the language 
and preserving Namibian literature.
"Jane will be sorely missed by many of us 
for her gentle demeanour and willingness 
to offer assistance to those in need. During 
this difficult hour of grief for the Katjavivi 
family, I extend on behalf of the Namibian 
people and government, my wife Monica 
Geingos and my family, sincere condolences 
to my dear brother, Cde. Peter Katjavivi, the 
children and the entire bereaved family. May 
the soul of Madam Jane Katjavivi rest in 
eternal peace."
The office of the speaker of the National 
Assembly also announced her passing.
In a statement, it said Jane worked at World 
University Service (UK) in 1975 as a 
Scholarship Officer, focusing on Southern 
Africa and with Swapo in London as an 
information officer from 1976 till 1978, 
before moving into magazine and book 
publishing. 

have a competitive edge over private firms, 
given their access to subsidies, guarantees, 
and bailouts.
"The artificial propping up of public 
enterprises that are uncompetitive, through 
public subsidies and guarantees leads to 
inefficiencies and imposes a substantial fiscal 
burden on the government," the researchers 
found.
In this regard, it is encouraging that the 
medium-term expenditure framework 
(2021/22 to 2023/24) intends to reduce these 
support mechanisms, the World Bank stated.
Public enterprises have also benefited from 
preferential treatment from commercial 
banks and development finance institutions.
The Namibia Wildlife Resorts is still 
servicing a 2006 loan from the Development 
Bank of Namibia and, for more than 10 
years, has paid only the interest portion.
Some SOEs also enjoy preferential access to 
land, which is a significant constraint for the 
private sector.
The National Petroleum Corporation of 
Namibia (Namcor) was able to set up a 
public use fuel station within the boundaries 
of the Namibia Airports Company (NAC), 
despite the existence of a private fuel station 
just beyond the boundary.
Other examples include the expansion of 
the Namibia Port Authority (Namport) to 
the north of Walvis Bay and the Agricultural 
Business Development Agency's access to 
irrigation farms.
Several SOEs have sectoral monopolies, 
including in transport, water, power, and 
tourism. 
TransNamib, Namport, and the NAC are 
exclusive service providers in the subsectors 
of rail transport, seaport, and airport 
operations. 
The Namibia Power Corporation Ltd. 
(NamPower) has exclusive rights to 
develop and maintain the country's power 
transmission network and is currently fully 
in charge of national power generation. 
This situation may change soon with the 
uptake of the Modified Single Buyer model, 
which will provide for direct offtake by 
bulk power consumers (private companies, 
municipalities, offices, ministries and 
agencies of government, and public 
enterprises) from the independent power 
producers. 
Namibia Wildlife Resorts (NWR) is the 
only tourism operator in Namibia that may 
operate inside national parks.
Community-managed conservancies have 
been granted some park access rights but 
not the right to set up tourism lodge facilities 
inside the parks.
The Namibia Water Corporation Ltd. 
(NamWater) controls the full value chain 
for bulk water supply—generation, 
transmission, and distribution to bulk 
customers.
Private firms depend on these government-
owned monopolies for key inputs and 
support services such as port operations, 
aviation and bulk rail transport services, 
electricity, water, and telecommunications. 
The World Bank indicated that, without 
competition, SOEs are unlikely to deliver 
these inputs and services efficiently, 
as a result, undermining the core 
government objectives such as improving 
competitiveness, economic diversification, 
growth, and provision of affordable, reliable, 
and accessible basic services.

SOEs DO WHATEVER THEY WANT
The researchers have also revealed that 
SOEs and the private sector operate on an 
uneven playing field because they are not 
held to the same standards of accountability 
and compliance with the law.

The office said she has consistently been a 
consultant on book development projects in 
Africa. 
"She will be remembered for her gentleness, 
kindness, consideration and eagerness to 
help people and for contributing to the 
writing of Namibian stories," it reads. 
The deputy speaker Loide Kasingo, on behalf 
of the entire membership of the National 
Assembly and the secretariat, extended 
deepest condolences and sympathies to the 
speaker and his family. 
The paramount Chief of the Herero 
Professor, Mutjinde Katjiua, describes the 
late Jane as a daughter of the nation who has 
been a pillar of support to Peter Katjavivi 
during the dark days of exile and the dawn of 
independence with its challenges.
Katjiua says that words cannot describe Jane, 
the woman of letters, as she was a humble 
soul, adding that in conduct and disposition 
transcended race and thus radiated humanity 
at its best. 
"She was a great mother to Perivi, Isabelle, 
Uanaingi and many others, and a loving 
grandmother. She will be dearly missed, and 
in this hour of their loss, I wish to extend 
sincere condolences on behalf of myself, 
Ngurii and the OvaHerero people to Prof. 
Peter Katjavivi, the children and the entire 
family. Ovati vetu ngavejakure omuinjo ue, 
and may the good Lord comfort you all."
The official opposition party PDM leader, 
McHenry Venaani, shares that Jane began 
her academic career at the University of 
Sussex, earning a B. A Honours in English 
literature and later earned a Master's degree 
from the University of Birmingham. 
"As an author and editor, Mrs Katjavivi 
naturally had a way with words, freely 
expressing herself eloquently; however, it is 
not just her fluency that we will remember. 
We shall fondly recall her versatility," 
Venaani recalls.
Venaani recites that Jane left a legacy of 
what a great public servant should be.
"She proved that one does not need to be in a 
position of power to make a difference. The 
Katjavivi family lost a matriarch and pillar of 
support. And on this day, as we bid farewell 
to Jane, we also celebrate a life well lived 
in the service of her people and her country 
as an activist and sympathiser of change 
in Southern Africa. This was unforgiving 
work. A task not readily rewarded, yet she 
did this with remarkable distinction during a 
repressive period."
Venaani thanked the Katjavivi family for 
sharing Jane with the nation and allowing 
her to make a difference in the history of 
Namibia.
Landless People's Movement (LPM) leader 
Bernadus Swartbooi has described the late 
Jane as a silent giant who did not use her 
husband's position for self-gratification.

As of June 2020, the World Bank found 
that several public enterprises were not 
in compliance with the provisions of the 
Public Enterprises Governance Act and the 
Companies Act.
A private company seeking financial support 
or banking services from a commercial 
bank must furnish audited annual financial 
statements.
But public enterprises do not publish such 
statements and, in some instances, still enjoy 
banking services and facilities despite this 
failure to comply with the Companies Act.
SOEs are also not held to the same 
requirements for value-added tax, corporate 
tax, or payroll-related obligations such 
as PAYE (pay as you earn), pension fund 
contributions, and employees' benefit 
premiums. 
Noncompliance can often make public 
enterprises appear more competitive than 
they are, the researchers found.
It has also been found that some SOEs lack a 
separation between operating and regulatory 
functions, providing incentives to keep 
competitors out. 
According to international best practice, an 
SOE that is active in a sector of the economy 
should not have a simultaneous regulatory 
function for that sector.
Yet, Namibia legislation assigns regulatory 
and operational roles for several key SOEs. 
Namcor was appointed as an advisor to the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) and 
has been assisting in regulating the upstream 
petroleum sector.
At the same time, Namcor is also involved in 
an upstream exploration licensing and is an 
active shareholder in a new oil exploration 
project led by the Canadian Reconnaissance 
Energy Africa Ltd.
According to the World Bank researchers, 
this creates a conflict of interest. 
Downstream, Namcor is also managing the 
National Oil Storage Facility and putting up 
service stations across the country while also 
advising the MME on various regulatory 
issues, including fuel price, even though 
Namcor also receives a significant portion of 
the fuel levy.11
In November 2021, the Namibian 
government announced changes to the 
Ministry of Public Enterprises (MPE) over 
five years. 
Based on the recommendation of a high-level 
panel on the Namibian economy, the MPE 
is envisaged to become a holding company 
under the Ministry of Finance (MOF).
The company would have direct oversight of 
public enterprises' financial and operational 
performance and ensure that subsidies 
were more aligned to compliance and 
performance. 
This would also enable the MOF to control 
and be directly involved in establishing the 
holding company. 
The move is part of the government's efforts 
to transform Namibia's public enterprises 
and streamline the administration.
There are ongoing initiatives to improve 
SOE governance and efficiency through the 
SOE ownership policy and transformation 
plan.
According to the World Bank, if well 
implemented, these reforms can open new 
opportunities for the private sector, including 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs), and 
enhance overall economic competitiveness.
The researchers stated that given Namibia's 
small market size, overall efficiency and 
productivity gains could be achieved by 
carefully delineating sectors able to benefit 
from private participation and sectors 
where existing SOE performance could be 
enhanced. Email: erastus@thevillager.com.
na
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n	 Dwight Links

On Monday, Paratus Group chief executive 
Schalk Erasmus officially unveiled the 
Armada Data Center about 10 km outside 
Windhoek on the way to Okahandja. The 
Paratus telecommunications company 
owns the data centre.
"This is a carrier-neutral site for 
telecommunications needs – meaning any 
other carrier can host a client at this site," 
Erasmus said.
Paratus adds that the data centre helps the 
country have the infrastructure to enter the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution. The site's 
official opening was on 4 August, and the 
media saw it on 8 August.
"It will offer the Namibian business 
sector the complete solution of resilient 
infrastructure and hosting services that are 
complemented by complete connectivity 
freedom and the opportunity to compete at 
world-class levels," Erasmus said.
The site boasts a high availability hosted 
environment, with resilience at each 
infrastructure level, from power to cooling 
needs to carrier interconnects to extremely 
low latency. Another benefit that the data 
centre will provide is that it removes the 
need for businesses to build their own 
facilities to house and protect their data.
For the business reason the site was built 
for, Erasmus says the Paratus data centre 
is the safest and most secure environment 
for any business' most precious asset, data. 
"The resilience and protection we offer at 
this site is unmatched in the country, with 
this being the archetype in the country for 
modern technology at work," Erasmus 
said.
One of the data centre's consultants, Nils 
Gerstle from the Collaboretix Group, 
who was part of the experts at the media 
presentation, said that efficiency was key 
in constructing the centre.
"Armada was designed to mitigate 
environmental impacts. Trees that needed 
to be uprooted during construction of the 
data centre have been replanted, with a 
large duck pond being installed on the 
campus site, and to help offset the carbon 
footprint of the centre," Gerstle said.
The offsetting of the carbon footprint 
is done with the main aim of not being 
reliant on fossil fuels when the data centre 
is operational.
"The data centre has a sophisticated set 

n	 Josef Kefas Sheehama

According to Keynesian economic theory, 
the wage-price spiral is an economic term 
that describes the phenomenon of price 
increases as a result of higher wages. 
When workers receive a wage hike, they 
demand more goods and services, and this, 
in turn, causes prices to rise.
Excessive wage demands triggered by the 
current high level of inflation could lead 
into a wage-price spiral. The government 
has agreed to a 3 per cent salary increment 
for civil servants to avert a strike as part of 
an agreement with unions that will cost it 
N$924 million.
This includes an 11 per cent increase in 
the housing allowance and a 14 per cent 
rise in the transport allowance. An annual 
pay increase of 3 per cent may not sound 
substantial, especially given what's been 
going on in the world. But in today's 
environment, it's better than nothing.
Remember that over time, relatively small 
raises will compound and may very well 
result in a very nice salary. In addition, 
when you earn a high income, you tend 
to pay a higher percentage of taxes than 
average earners. Furthermore, an increase 
in the supply of money in circulation 
causes inflation. Higher wages are just one 
of the conduits by which that larger money 
supply gets into circulation.
These figures show that a 28 per cent 
increase is better than nothing, even 
a salary increment below inflation. 
Therefore, more workers will then demand 
more money again, leading to a never-
ending inflation spiral.

Namibia's First Data 
Center About To Go Live

Warning Wage Price Spiral

of renewable solar energy systems that 
have been incorporated that provides an 
approximate yield of 400kWp," Gerstle 
noted. The facility's roof is covered with 
solar panels to maximise the solar energy 
potential in Namibia.
Another benefit of the construction of the 
facility was the positioning that it enjoys. 
It is not close to any railway line, not 
very close to the major highway, nor is it 
susceptible to any noise from airports that 
host regular air traffic that can disturb the 
operationality of the Armada data centre.
Security is another important feature 
of the data centre whereby Paratus has 
considered every aspect of this facility.
"Armada has a 24-hour perimeter security, 
facility, computer room and cabinet 
controls that aim to prevent unauthorised 
entry into the data centre," Erasmus said 
on the tour of the facility.
The group CEO added that additional 
security is provided within the facility's 
inner layers, including battery backups, 
generator cages and data racks.
The power supply is carefully monitored 
along with the cooling systems that ensure 
optimal temperatures and humidity are 
maintained for all the equipment in the 
data centre. According to Erasmus, this 
is to mitigate data loss due to equipment 
failure caused by a lack of power or 
equipment suffering overheating.
Armada will become operational by 
the end of August or early September. 
However, the connection to the Equiano 
cable will only happen by early 2023. 
This is because the cable will be extended 
inland towards the data centre.
Erasmus adds that connection speeds to 
the greater web will be instantaneous. The 
initial funding for the centre came from 
investment from GIPF to the tune of N$ 
128 million.
This was only the first phase completed. 
The second will see the further expansion of 
the services that includes the connectivity 
to the Equiano cable.
It took a total of 690 days to complete the 
construction of the site. The data centre 
will be able to link up with the Equiano 
cable that Paratus landed a few months 
back at the Swakopmund point. 
The Equiano cable is a Google undersea 
cable that brings further connectivity to 
Namibia and the continent. The Equiano 
cable landed in South Africa on Monday as 
the last point on the West coast of Africa.

If inflation remains high, households may 
ask for higher wages to make up for lost 
purchasing power, and firms may raise 
prices to protect profit margins. And 
stubbornly high inflation may lead to 
institutional changes such as automatic 
indexation and cost-of-living adjustment.
Increasing business costs have implications 
for the costs of living, which in turn have 
knock-on implications for wage demands 
and the potential creation of inflationary 
cycles. The public and private sectors alike 
to proactively manage their cost base and 
drive efficiency, thus creating a virtuous 
circle between the costs of living, wage 
expectations and cost competitiveness.
Interest rates and inflation tend to move in 
the same direction but with lags because 
policymakers require data to estimate 
future inflation trends, and the interest 
rates they set take time to fully affect the 
economy.
Higher rates may be needed to bring rising 
inflation under control. Hence, under this 
theory of inflation, workers ask for more 
as the cost of living crisis worsens. This 
leads to the Bank of Namibia increasing 
the interest rate to curb inflation.
Ceteris paribus, all work must be 
recognized, respected and, at the very least, 
paid at the market-related remuneration.
The stress on the government budget, 
arising from the strike of the economy itself, 
requires not only restructuring salaries but 
also the entire set of government policies, 
programmes and budgets. Higher prices 
made it difficult for households to maintain 
the basic standard of living, including civil 
servants, who ironically are still the lesser 

paid in the economy. The cost of living 
crisis deals with the plight of workers 
whose wages or benefits do not scale with 
inflation.
Now, one could be forgiven for thinking 
that the concern must be that workers' 
livelihoods are being left behind as 
inflation soars. Yet, the opposite is true 
with the warning of a wage-price spiral 
where higher wages trigger further 
inflation. Even without introducing the 
need for harmonizing salaries, which is 
actually being misunderstood, there is 
a need to increase salaries for most civil 
servants. It is necessary to review civil 
servant packages because prices of goods 
and transportation have also skyrocketed. 
As you know, despite the increase in the 
pump price of fuel and the increase in the 
prices of foodstuffs and other goods, civil 
servants' salaries have remained the same. 
The 3 per cent increase in their wages 
could make a fraction impact, despite will 
not even sustain them to the next salary 
day, as far as inflation is a concern.
Therefore, we are appealing to the 
Government Republic of Namibia to do 
everything possible to increase workers' 
salaries with a further 3 per cent in the first 
quarter of 2023 to cover the deficit in their 
monthly take home.
We also called on the government of 
the Republic of Namibia to increase 
the salaries of its workers by 7 per cent, 
especially those in the lower grades in the 
first quarter of 2023. Furthermore, scrap 
deputy ministers as this are duplicated. 
They are apparently here to serve us, even 
if we did not know it. It is clear that there is 
duplication of functions among ministers, 
their deputies and Executive Directors, 
which does not augur well for the proper 
functioning of government.
The monies being spent on these Deputies, 
if put together, could build more health 
centres and educational institutions 
in many deprived communities in the 
country than one can imagine. Similarly, 
the resources being paid to our deputy 
ministers could fund many development 
programmes that could absorb hundreds 
if not thousands of our deprived youths 
in gainful employment, thereby easing 
tension around the employment situation 
in the country. By doing that, we will 
avert inflation, reopening the economy 
to accomplish in the areas of roads, 
infrastructure, energy, health and other 
strategic development projects.
In conclusion, the main effort should go 
toward improving industrial dialogue, 
which should involve users of public 
services whose needs must be taken into 
account. The aim is to arrive at social 
harmony in which the freedom of some 
does not interfere unduly with that of 
others.
Therefore, a wage-price spiral is more 
likely when an increase in the actual cost 
of living leads to people raising their own 
expectations of inflation. Expectations 
of the future can drive behaviour today. 
The Bank of Namibia is concerned with 
keeping inflation expectations under 
control to help meet their inflation target.
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n	 Hertha Ekandjo

The Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) has scheduled 
the 42nd Ordinary Summit of Heads of 
State and Government in Kinshasa, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, on 17-18 
August 2022 through a face-to-face mode. 
The Opening and Closing ceremonies of 
the 42nd SADC Summit will be broadcast 
live by Radio Télévision Nationale 
Congolaise (RTNC) TV.
The SADC Secretariat revealed this in 
Gaborone, Botswana, in a press release on 
Monday.
According to the press release, the Summit 
will be held under the theme "Promoting 
industrialisation through agro-processing, 
mineral beneficiation, and regional value 
chains for inclusive and resilient economic 
growth". 
SADC explained that the theme for the 
2022 Summit was to strengthen the 
implementation of the SADC Regional 
Indicative Strategic Development Plan 
(RISDP) 2020-2030, which seeks to 
further deepen Southern Africa's regional 
integration and foster development 
in support of the pillar for Industrial 
Development and Market Integration. 
"During the 42nd Summit, President of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
Félix Antoine Tshisekedi Tshilombo, 
will take over the chairpersonship of 
SADC from Malawian president Lazarus 
McCarthy Chakwera, who assumed the 
chairpersonship of SADC on 17 August 
2021 during the 41st SADC Summit held 
in Lilongwe, Malawi," the release reads.

42nd Ordinary Summit of Heads of State and 
Government Scheduled For Late August - SADC

Furthermore, it noted the Summit will 
review of progress on Regional Integration 
in line with SADC's aspirations as outlined 
in the RISDP 2020-2030 and Vision 2050, 
which envisage a peaceful, inclusive, 
competitive, middle-to high-income 
industrialised region where all citizens 
enjoy sustainable economic well-being, 
justice, and freedom. 
The 42nd SADC Summit will be preceded 
by the following meetings and events; 
9 - 11 August, Meeting of Standing 
Committee of Senior Officials and Finance 
Committee Meetings. 13 - 14 August, 
Meeting of SADC Council of Ministers 
and 16 August, SADC Organ Troika 
Summit.
SADC is an organisation of 16 Member 
States established in 1980 as the Southern 
African Development Coordinating 
Conference (SADCC) and later, in August 
1992, transformed into the Southern 
African Development Community 
(SADC). 
The mission of SADC is to promote 
sustainable and equitable economic 
growth and socioeconomic development 
through efficient, productive systems, 
deeper cooperation and integration, good 
governance and durable peace and security; 
so that the region emerges as a competitive 
and effective player in international 
relations and the world economy. 
Member States are Angola, Botswana, 
Comoros, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Seychelles, South Africa, United Republic 
of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
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Washington wants to address 
anti-west sentiment in Africa: 

Blinken is doing his bit

The Villager 6

Big Lips

M ost often, we fail not because we 
do not know what we need to do. 
We fail not because we are lazy. 
We fail not because there are no 

policies.
But most of the times, we fail because of our 
planning that does not factor in the future. Most of 
our policies, despite being fertile with ideas, seem 
not to be forward looking.
While the private sector’s work on alleviating 
the devastating effects of Covid-19 should be 
applauded, this could also be the time when the 
nation needs to look into the future.
We are all aware of how tricky and sly Covid-19 
could be, and that should be the reason why 
we need also need to foxy like the virus in our 
planning.
Maybe, we can start by making a wish-list of what 
the nation desperately needs at the moment. Of 
course, the issue of Covid-19 can be a desperate 
situation but honestly there are other situations too.
From the look of things, all our eyes on Covid-19, 
which is great but by so doing we miss other 
important stuff that matter to our everyday living. 
It also appears that we are putting all our resources 
on Covid-19, while other areas that need resources 
are currently unattended to.
Having a wish-list could go a long way in guiding 
us on how best we can deal with our challenges and 
what time as well as resources we should commit.
One thing that has happened and is still happening 
with Covid-19 is the lack of a centralised approach 
on how to manage resources. 
Come to think of it, one would have thought that 
creating some Covid-19 board to manage and 
allocate all the resources could have ensured that 
every region benefitted from whatever is there.
Such a board could have been separate from the 
existing government structures but work with the 
relevant ministries to minimise any red tape and 
duplication of roles.
What is likely to happen if Covid-19 slows down is 
that the country will be left with infrastructure they 
may not need in the future. 
Of course, one might argue that these are field 
hospitals, but the financial resources being 
committed now can trigger some headache.
The whole scenario should teach us that to 
overcome any situation, we need to plan and 
understand out next step. This ad hoc approach 
leaves us hanging and wanting.
For example, the situation in schools is dire right 
now and the numbers seem to be growing. The 
education ministry has no clue as to how they can 
deal with this. 
Most of the Covid-19 cases in schools are from the 
communities. This means that while it is a good 
thing for those helping the government to deal with 
Covid-19, someone should have thought of putting 
up field hostels at some schools too.
As it is, what is happening is that Covid-19 
is allowed to fester and ‘prosper’ within the 
communities with the hope that the hospitals will 
take care of the numbers.
Had there been a centralised approach to dealing 
with, not only Covid-19, but everything that 
affects us, most of the confusion could be lessened.
The good thing is that we can still do something 
about this. We have the resources, the skills and 
what we need is the will to implement this.

Diversified 
Thinking 
Could 

Save Us

n Dr Panduleni Itula

W e first met in 1974 at Augusteneum when he was in 
matric and a prefect in Form 1.
He was a marathon runner who collapsed after winning 
the Augusteneum Marathon in 1974 for his yellow team.

He went to South Africa to study in 1975 and return as a teacher at the 
then Katutura Secondary school now Shifidi.
It was in his two-room house in Gemengde 2 near AE Steenkamp Primary 
School, that we held SWAPO youth league (SYL) meetings.
It was at these two rooms that we were squashed whenever we give the 
would-be escapees their final orders before transporting them to Gobabis 
and the Botswana border en-route to Francis Town and Lusaka.
In these two rooms he shared with Charles Sihani and Crispian Matongo 
after the latter two were made persona non grata in the then Caprivi.
We were elected together at Mandume in June 1978 to the Windhoek 
Branch together with others such as Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia 
Nambinga and Christopher Haukongo as Chairperson.
It was at his two-room house that we the Youth departed in a bus to Town 
to hold a “Silent Demonstration" against the DTA on 3rd December 1978, 
were many youths including Ambassador extraordinaire Janet Isaacs 
were beaten and arrested.

March Hausiku
A lament to a 

struggle companion

At the beginning of 1979, we were both arrested on subsequent months 
under the Terorrosme Act, AG 26, for the so-called prevention of political 
violence and AG 9 terrorism.
We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis' Cell 2 in 1979, together 
with Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, 
Esegiel /Uirab, Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton 
Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson 
Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, 
Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo dha Mukwiilongo 
and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal SWAPO 
Leaders from all over Namibia.
We were then transferred to Windhoek Central prison in November 1979 
and placed under Solitary Confinement most of the time and released 
under House Arrest in January 1980. He was rearranged several times 
in Osire. 
Some 37 years later, we were to start the SWAPO Party School together 
as Rector and Lecturer on legal and Constitutional governance.
Never have I felt a loss of a struggle companion as much when this 
potentially curable disease is allowed to engulf and rob our country from 
some of our best institutional memories.
Go well cell mate the battle is long to be won. 
(Prisoner No. AG 26- 82)

“

“

We then shared the same prison cell in Gobabis’ Cell 2 in 1979, together with 
Rev Tjirimuje, Rev Karuaera, Immanuel Mwatara, Jeremia Tjizo, Esegiel /Uirab, 
Hans Boois, Ida Jimmy, Lucia Hamutenya, Melangton Kaukungwa, Steve Goliath 
and Jonathan Goliath, Axel Jackson Johannes, John Shaetonhodi, Israel Kalenga, 
Dr Ihuhwa, Augus Gaeb, Arthur Pickering, Trotsky, Henry Bonsaaier, Nangolo 

dha Mukwiilongo and Nangolo dha Jakob, Leonard Chaka and 86 other internal 
SWAPO Leaders from all over Namibia

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken’s visit to three 
African countries this week is another sign of the Joe Biden 
administration’s US-Africa policy of reengaging with the 
continent.
This was first unveiled in visits to Nigeria, Kenya and Senegal 
at the end of 2021.
This time he is visiting South Africa, Rwanda and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
These are welcome visits following the previous 
administration’s disengagement with Africa and less than 
flattering comments about African countries.
Blinken’s first trip to Africa in 2021 outlined the US’s need 
to build a 21st century partnership with the continent. This 
is key to maintaining the US’s strategic geo-political and 
economic influence in Africa against the backdrop of increased 
competition between advanced and emerging countries in an 
increasingly complex world.
The Biden administration’s re-engagement policy is also 
informed by other considerations, such as China’s rising 
influence.
Some media reports have suggested that Blinken’s trip is 
aimed at countering China and Russia’s footprint in Africa. 
In particular, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov’s recent 
visit.
But it is difficult to claim that Blinken’s visit is singularly 
informed by the Russia - Ukraine conflict. After all, Blinken’s 
first visit took place before the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
Blinken is launching the US strategy for sub-Saharan Africa. 
This is anchored on engaging Africa in promoting an open and 
stable international system in security, exchange and trade.
This will also tackle the effects of climate change, food 
security, global pandemics and shape technological and 
economic futures.
In a speech given at the University of Pretoria in South Africa, 
Blinken reiterated – as he did in Nigeria in November 2021 – 
that he wanted to treat African countries as equal partners.
Pressing issues
In Pretoria, Blinken focused on four priorities that he believed 
the US and Africa could tackle together.
The first was “to foster openness”. This would require the free 
flow of ideas and information, respect for international law, 
territorial integrity and national sovereignty. And US support 
for Africa’s quest to choose its own path and not just be 
instruments of the progress of other nations.
Blinken said:
The United States will not dictate Africa’s choices, neither 
should anyone else. The right to make those choices belongs 
to Africans.
The idea of an equal partnership could be pursued through 
areas of common interest: global health, the climate crisis, 
inclusive economic growth, democracy and peace and security.
Blinken said that the US strategy was founded on sub-Saharan 
Africa’s capacity as a geopolitical force. For him the equal 
partnership is informed by Africa’s diversity, agency and 
focuses on
what we will do with African nations and peoples, not for 
African nations and peoples.
The second priority was partnering with Africa to fulfil the 
promise of democracy. He referenced Afro-barometer surveys 
that show Africans are largely against authoritarianism.
And he acknowledged that delivering on democracy dividends 
– and the threat to democracy – were not just an African 
problem, but a global challenge. This included the US where the 
insurrection at the Capitol revealed fissures in US democracy.
However, the US would work with Africa to promote more 
inclusive and resilient processes and communities, citizen 
participation and the peaceful transition of power. These would 
be subjects of an African leaders summit in December 2022.
The third priority is working with Africa to recover from the 
economic devastation wrought by the Covid-19 pandemic. And 
laying the foundation for economic opportunities for people. 
The US position is rooted in the understanding that helping 
Africa recover is also in the US and the world’s interest.
Blinken spelt out the ways in which the US will “be there for 
African countries”. These included rallying rich countries 
and key institutions to support debt relief, supporting the 
African Union’s Green Recovery Action Plan, climate finance, 
humanitarian and food relief, investment in agriculture, 
vaccine self-sufficiency and sharing vaccine technology.

The US is also supporting African-led initiatives such as the 
African Continental Free Trade Area and the African Union 
Agenda 2063. The US also pledged to raise over US$200 
billion dollars to invest in infrastructure.

Other areas includes intellectual exchanges such as the Young 
African Leaders Initiative.
The fourth priority area is leading with Africa on clean energy 
transition, reducing emissions and restoring ecosystems. It 
would help save the planet, adapt to the effects of climate 
change and provide power for economic growth.
He reiterated the US will invest in expanded energy access 
and meet developmental targets towards a just energy 
transition; helping communities to choose “conservation over 
deforestation”.
Blinken rounded off by reiterating that these priorities were 
first championed by Africa and Africans, and have now become 
the world’s priorities as well.
Engaging Africa as equal partners
Whatever equal partnership means in this case, even if it is 
spelt mostly in terms of American rather than a (South) African 
Strategies for partnership, it looks as though the key take-away 
was a carefully considered business agreement couched as 
friendship.
In the past, the US’s partnerships with Africa have been 
informed and characterised by power relations in which the 
US dictated the terms.
It remains to be seen the extent to which the four areas of 
cooperation (not too dissimilar to the five points presented in 
West Africa 2021) will reflect the notion of equal partnership 
with African countries on the ground.
In our view the significant rise in Beijing’s influence on the 
continent is a factor in the US redefinition and resetting its 
relations with Africa.
But Washington still has a long way to go. It must overcome 
growing anti-west sentiment on the continent given the 
development alternative that China offers.
For instance, while China (and Russia for that matter) does 
not make upholding democracy and human rights a condition 
for engaging with African states, the US bases its partnership 
on advancing these values. This and other factors such as neo-
colonialism fuel anti-West sentiment against the US.
It’s re-engagement approach should therefore consider African 
perspectives on how the issues of diversity, democracy and 
human rights can be pursued.
Overall, Blinken’s stated commitment to “equal” partnership 
with Africa, if truly implemented, has the potential to 
deconstruct these perceptions and the sentiments they produce. 
The starting point would be to focus on and invest in young 
people on the continent.

Christopher Isike
Professor and Director, African Centre for the Study of the 
United States, University of Pretoria, University of Pretoria
Tinashe Nyamunda
Associate Professor, University of Pretoria

Those Crazy Bald Heads 
in National Assembly 

Must Have Shame
The way African men love sex, one would think 
a dead witch bewitched them. Most will zip up 
their mouths when others talk about the economy. 
The only part of the economy most African men 
understand is the poor salaries they get.
But when it comes to sex, they light up and become 
experts. The recent conversation in the National 
Council shows how depraved the male members of 
that upper house are. One could see in their words 
the salivating and the groping in their dry eyes. 
I have never heard the National Council come to 
life as it did when the male members spoke about 
sex. The issue was about how to stem the rape tide, 
and what came out of those jackal mouths was 
scandalous.
Most of those who spoke had been dead for the 
past two and half years. A sex debate resurrected 
them. 
We cannot go back to the olden days because men 
have no control over their sexual appetites. When 
old culture said a cousin could share his wife with 
another cousin, there were ways of ensuring that 
no matter how sweet the sex was, the woman or the 
visiting cousin would go behind the other's back to 
harvest the fruit that drove Adam crazy.
These National Council members should know that 
rape has become complex. Society has evolved 
such that men behave like wild animals that can 
have sex with their mothers, daughters, sisters and 
cousins.
I doubt even that any law can stop men from raping 
children and women. If the law were anything 
made to stop evil people from committing crimes, 
there would not be jails and all these courts. I 
wonder, too, what precisely the lawmakers want to 
do by discussing how to stop rape. I am saying this 
because rape has become a culture.
I listened to some of the male National Council 
members talking and asked myself if they 
understood what they were saying. Someone 
should teach them about rape culture. They treat 
women as sexual objects. That, too, is part of rape 
culture. There is nothing culturally right with 
trying and subjecting young girls to traditional 
beliefs while exploiting them sexually.
If there is any sex education to be taught, the lesson 
must start with the members of parliament - the 
National Assembly and the National Council. We 
need to forget schoolchildren for now because the 
members of parliament who missed those lessons 
are now gushing over their dirty thoughts aloud. 
Someone must tell these horny old men that rape 
is about control and power. These old men also 
must know that such brazen behaviour where they 
display their sexual appetite like rabid hyenas does 
not mean well for the children. 
I yearn to hear them contributing to issues that can 
develop this country. Right now, we are stuck with 
the civil servants' low salaries and the three per 
cent offered by the government. One would have 
thought that this could be one of the most pressing 
issues at the moment. 
We are also stuck with problems of food 
insecurity and unemployment. But it appears these 
dishonourable members have no clue apart from 
discussing how to assuage their sexual appetites. 
Yes, we need to talk about ending the rape culture. 
However, whenever we do so, we must do so with 
respect for women. We need to be mindful of those 
who survived rape and how they might feel when 
we make some hurtful comments.
I now see why the National Council chairperson 
has been talking about transforming parliament. 
It should mean that members must not turn a 
serious debate into circus talk where they display 
narcissistic characters while hiding behind 
tradition and culture.
This debate on how to contain rape is a serious 
one that should not be turned into some comedy 
because women are suffering, and some have been 
killed.
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HEALTH

n	 Sandee LaMotte

There's nothing nice or dreamy about 
synthetic weed, sold under such catchy 
names as AK-47, K2, Spice, Scoobie 
Snacks, Mr. Nice Guy and 24-Karat 
Dream.
Sometimes packaged as e-juice for vaping 
or as edibles, most synthetic cannabinoids 
are sold as dried plant materials sprayed 
with acetone, embalming fluid or other 
solvents laced with lab-made psychoactive 
substances.

Between 2010 and 2015, synthetic cannabis 
poisonings were on the rise, according to 
the ToxIC Case Registry, with more than 
42,000 cases of toxic exposure reported 
during that time. However, those numbers 
may now be declining in states in which the 
use of recreational marijuana is permitted, 
said Tracy Klein, assistant director for the 
Center for Cannabis Policy, Research and 
Outreach at Washington State University 
in Vancouver, Washington. She's the lead 
author of a study that found calls to poison 
centers about synthetic cannabinoid fell by 
more than a third between 2016 and 2019 
in states that have legalized marijuana for 
recreational use.
"These products are made in a powdered 
format and could be sprayed on or added 
to something that looks exactly like 
natural cannabis. So, in a party situation, 

Dangerous artificial marijuana, with names 
like K2 and Spice, is used less in states where 

weed is legalized

I could see that someone could use this 
unintentionally," said Klein, who is also an 
associate professor in the WSU College of 
Nursing.
However, people may also use synthetic 
cannabinoids "to attempt to avoid positive 
drug screens performed as a condition of 
employment, in substance abuse treatment 
programs, or in the criminal justice 
system," according to the US Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
A deadly problem
Marijuana copycats have sent thousands of 
people to emergency rooms over the past 
decade. Some have even died, including 
a 17-year-old boy "who suffered a cardiac 
arrest after reportedly taking a single 'hit' 
of K2/Spice," according to the CDC.
There's no way to know which synthetic 
cannabinoids are actually in the purchased 
product or what else might be in the 
solvents used to soak the dried plants, 
experts say.
In April 2018 in Illinois, 153 people fell 
ill and four died after using synthetic 
cannabinoids laced with rat poison. Later 
that year in New Haven, Connecticut, a 
version of K2 sickened 95 people in two 
days. They experienced symptoms such 
as nausea, vomiting, lethargy and a loss of 
consciousness.
Officially known as "synthetic cannabinoid 
receptor agonists," these artificial products 
are different from synthetically made 

Diamond Arrow Award 
Highest rated medical aid in Namibia:  2010 - 2021

Highest rated institution demonstrating exceptional
managerial and corporate governance in Namibia

tel  061 285 5400 
website  www.nhp.com.na

NHP Medical Aid Fund, Namibia’s leading medical aid 
fund. PMR.africa Diamond Arrow Award winner for 
excellence in the Namibian medical aid industry for 
12 consecutive years (2010 to 2021).

Contact Devano Beukes at tel 081 2317 650 or email beukesd@medscheme.com.na today to 
become a member of NHP, Namibia’s leading medical aid fund.

We’re about you

cannabis products that have a medical use, 
Klein said.
"They don't show up on regular drug tests," 
she said, "nor does the body recognize 
them in any way that has positive effects."

The study, published Tuesday in the 
Journal of Clinical Toxicology, analyzed 
data from the National Poison Data System 
between 2016 and 2019. Researchers 
found there were 7,600 calls related to 
synthetic cannabinoid use during those 
three years. About 65% of the calls to 
poisoning centers were for situations that 
required medical attention and 61 people 
died.
Over half of those calls (56%) occurred in 
states with restrictive cannabis policies, 
the study found. Closer to a third (38.6%) 
occurred in states that allow medicinal use 
and 5.5% occurred in "permissive" states, 
where recreational use is legal, according 
to the study.
How synthetic cannabinoids work
Synthetic cannabinoids were first 
developed in the 1980s as a way to study 
how tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, the
"One particular synthetic cannabis was 
designed by a pharmaceutical company 
as a potential drug to ease pain," Klein 
said. "It was found to be so strong and so 
powerful, and have so many side effects, 
that it was not pursued."
Today synthetics are mostly produced 

overseas and shipped to the United States. 
In fact, the first shipment "recognized to 
contain synthetic cannabinoids was seized 
at a U.S. border in 2008," according to the 
CDC.
"It's not just a US problem. This has 
become an international problem," said 
Klein, pointing to data that lists at least 
320 different synthetic cannabinoids sold 
on the illegal market as of February 2022.
"And those are just the ones that have been 
reported and identified," she added.
While not the same as weed, synthetics do 
work on the same cannabinoid receptors 
as THC, but can be up to 100 times more 
potent because of the way they bind with 
receptors in the brain, Klein said.
Exposure can cause mild to severe 
neurologic reactions, such as agitation and 
depression of the central nervous system, 
even to the point of coma. Other symptoms 
include "sleepiness, irritability, confusion, 
dizziness, incoordination, inability to 
concentrate, stroke, and seizures," the 
CDC noted.
Psychiatric symptoms include 
"hallucinations, delusions, psychosis, 
violent behavior, and suicidal thoughts," 
the agency said. "Other physical signs 
and symptoms, including tachypnea, 
tachycardia, hypertension, severe nausea 
and vomiting, chest pain and heart attack, 
rhabdomyolysis (breakdown of damaged 
muscle), kidney failure, and death."

There is no antidote for synthetic 
cannabinoid poisoning and long-term 
effects are unknown, the CDC stated. 
Treatment is supportive, by using 
intravenous fluids, oxygen, and other 
airway protection and medications for 
agitation and combativeness.
-CNN

These products 
are made in 
a powdered 

format and could 
be sprayed on 

or added to 
something that 

looks exactly like 
natural cannabis.
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Rössing Uranium Hands Over Infrastructure 
To Willem Borchard Primary School

n	 Staff Writer

Close to 400 learners at the Willem 
Borchard Primary School (WBPS) in 
Okombahe, Daures Constituency, will 
now be able to enjoy their break time meal 
on comfortable chairs and tables.
This comes as Rössing Uranium handed 
over infrastructure to Willem Borchard 
Primary School (WBPS) in Okombahe, 
Daures Constituency, last week, Thursday 
4 August. The infrastructure support was 
made available to the school as the set-up 
around the feeding scheme kitchen only 
provided a corrugated iron sheet shelter 
for the cooks with no tables and
chairs inside and no seating for the learners 
when they come for their meals.
According to the mine's corporate 
communication manager, Daylight 
Ekandjo, the kitchen was moved to the 
back of the schoolyard and the cement 
tables and chairs that are
constructed will now serve as formalised 
seating for the learners supported by the 
feeding scheme.
"The same area can also be used for 
assembly or other meetings the school 
might have. The fence at the back of the 
school has also been reinforced," said 
Ekandjo.
Rössing Uranium also approached 
the Namibia Institute for Mining and 
Technology (NIMT) in Arandis to partner 
in the project.
They refurbished desks and chairs that 
were broken and
unused at their cost, and Rössing 

transported the desks and chairs back to 
the school, where the learners are now 
making use of the revamped furniture.
"This support is defined under Rössing 
Uranium's "Bigger-Than-Me Project' 
(BTMP), which aims to stimulate 
collaboration between stakeholders 
and beneficiaries, thus having an end 
result that has a bigger impact than what 
Rössing Uranium would have achieved 
on its own," he said. He further explained 
that the project is segmented into seven 
components, which are in support of 10 
Sustainable Development Goals.
"Annually, Rössing Uranium proactively 
identifies social performance activities 
that are long-term and focused on 
improvements in quality of life. As such, 
our approach was to identify a primary 
school within the Erongo region with 
whom Rössing Uranium could establish 
a relationship over three years – therefore 
supporting the concept of making an 
impact that will last beyond our direct 
involvement," Ekandjo said.
The school's feeding scheme kitchen has 
two cement work
tables as well as a sink for washing 
vegetables and cutlery and crockery that 
was installed.
"Sitting on the ground next to the kitchen 
or in the classrooms during break time will 
now be a thing of the past," said Ekandjo.
The infrastructure support was done with 
a Rössing Uranium-based contractor 
Shipanga Enteprises, who also employed 
residents from Okombahe for the building 
project.
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Economy, political permutations at 
centre of Kenyan election

n	 Eromo Egbejule

Kenyans are voting on Tuesday to pick 
a successor to outgoing President Uhuru 
Kenyatta in what is seen as a key test of 
stability for one of Africa’s healthiest 
democracies.
Voting begins at 6am local (03:00 GMT) 
and runs through until 6pm (15:00 GMT).
The stakes are high in the seventh 
consecutive election in the country since 
its return to multi-party democracy in 1992 
under Daniel Arap Moi.
Four candidates are on the ballot but only 
two are best poised to succeed Kenyatta. 
One is Deputy President William Ruto, 
55, who is regarded as Moi’s pupil and 
first came to national consciousness in the 
1992 election as a youth campaigner for 
the ruling party.
He is up against 77-year-old former Prime 
Minister Raila Odinga, one of the civil 
society leaders involved in the struggle 
against – and imprisoned by – Moi in the 
1980s.
An opinion poll put the sexagenarian 
ahead by six percentage points, but his 
opponent has brushed them aside as “fake” 
and “propaganda”.
Tuesday’s vote is seen as a key test 
of stability in a nation regarded as a 
healthy democracy in a region known 
for long-serving dictators. Kenya is also 
the economic hub of East Africa and its 
neighbours will be keenly watching the 
vote.
Citizens will also vote for governors, 
legislators and other representatives.
Plans and alliances
The election is also a referendum on the 
president and his economic legacy.

AFRICA

Unemployment is rife in Kenya as more 
than a third of its youth are without jobs 
and the situation has been worsened by 
the COVID-19 pandemic and supply 
disruptions due to Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine.
“Commodity prices are currently volatile 
and trending upwards,” Magdalene 
Kariuki, head of public policy at the 
Nairobi office of Africa Practice, told Al 
Jazeera. “Food inflation has increased to 
about 18.8 percent in June, up from 12.4 
percent in May, but efforts are being taken 
by government to ensure stabilisation and 
cushion Kenyans.”

Ruto, who has called himself a ‘hustler-
in-chief’ and talks about growing up poor, 
has promised to inject 200 billion Kenyan 
shillings ($1.68bn) into the economy to 
create job opportunities.
He has framed his campaign around 
wresting power away from dynasties, 
referring to Kenyatta and Odinga, whose 
political careers were preceded by those of 
their fathers who led the country as its first 
president and vice president respectively.
Meanwhile, the Odinga campaign has 
promised to begin paying 6,000 Kenyan 
shillings ($50) to poor and vulnerable 
households across the country in its first 
100 days in office, as well as a healthcare 
plan called BabaCare.
The veteran opposition figure has 
campaigned under the “Freedom is here” 
slogan, despite reconciling with longtime 
foe Kenyatta.
Their truce in 2018, known in Kenya as 
“the handshake“, ended hostilities between 
the duo.
But the beginning of a new friendship 
between old foes also marked the 

beginning of a new animosity between old 
friends. Ruto, previously the establishment 
candidate and Kenyatta’s anointed 
successor, effectively swapped positions 
with opposition figure Odinga.

Four years on, the new alliances have 
crystallised in new coalitions.
The Azimio la Umoja, which has 
enveloped the ruling Jubilee party, is 
seeking to consolidate its hold on power 
by helping Odinga win the presidency on 
his fifth attempt.
But there is also the Kenya Kwanza 
movement which has Ruto as its flag bearer 
and comprises a number of establishment 
politicians disgruntled with the Kenyatta 
presidency, including within his own kin, 
and other opposition elements.
Voter logistics
There is pressure on the Independent 
Boundaries and Electoral Commission 
(IEBC) to conduct smooth elections, 
especially after the Supreme Court ordered 
a rerun of the presidential polls.
On Monday, IEBC Chairperson Wafula 
Chebukati announced the suspension of 
governorship elections in the Mombasa and 
Kakamega counties due to a ballot mix-up. 
Seven officials were also dismissed earlier 
in the week for various offences, including 
meeting a local politician in western 
Kenya.
That could affect voter turnout in other 
counties, given concerns about voter 
apathy.
Only a third of the registered 22 million 
voters are aged 18-35, even though two-
thirds of Kenya’s 56 million people are 
below 35.
-Al Jazeera

Mali’s army says 17 soldiers, 4 
civilians killed in Tessit attack

Armed fighters with a suspected affiliation 
to the ISIL (ISIS) group killed 17 Malian 
soldiers and four civilians during an attack 
over the weekend in the country’s south, 
Mali’s army has said.
Nine soldiers were also reported missing 
and vehicles and equipment were 
destroyed as a result of the attack on 
Sunday near the town of Tessit, which sits 
in a strategic border zone between Mali, 
Burkina Faso and Niger, the Malian army 
said in a statement on Monday.
It added that there was “an unknown 
number of dead and injured carried away 
by the attackers,” and that the death toll 
from the attack was provisional and likely 
to change.
“On 07 August 2022 around 3pm (15:00 
GMT), the army units of Tessit … 
responded vigorously to a complex and 
coordinated attack by armed terrorist 
groups, presumably from ISGS [Islamic 
State in the Greater Sahara] and benefiting 
from drone and artillery support,” the 
army’s statement said.
It added that Malian forces had killed at 
least seven of the fighters.
Two of the civilians killed were local 
elected officials, their relatives told the 
AFP news agency. Al Jazeera was unable 
to independently verify the identities of 

those reported dead.
Worsening insecurity
Mali is facing a worsening battle against 
armed groups, some linked to al-Qaeda 
and ISIL, which has claimed thousands 
of lives and forced hundreds of thousands 
from their homes.
The violence initially erupted in northern 
Mali in 2012 but has since spread to the 
country’s centre and south, as well as 
neighbouring Niger and Burkina Faso.
Tessit is located on the Malian side of the 
so-called three-border area in a vast gold-
rich region.
Armed groups under the umbrella of an 
al-Qaeda-linked group known as Jama’at 
Nasr al-Islam wal Muslimin (JNIM) are 
fighting against ISGS in a battle for control 
there.
Thousands of residents have fled the area 
in a bid to reach safety, many of whom 
have headed to the city of Gao, situated 
some 150km (90 miles) to the north.
The Malian army, which has a military 
camp next to the town of Tessit, has 
frequently been attacked in the region. 
UN peacekeepers have also been deployed 
there.
French soldiers from Operation Barkhane 
were present in the area until a few months 
ago but have since left and are now 

preparing to exit their last base in Mali 
altogether after a breakdown in relations 
between the country’s military government 
and Paris.
Mali has been accused of increasingly 
turning towards Russia, and the highly 
controversial, pro-Kremlin private security 
firm Wagner Group, for help in battling 
against armed groups since the current 
government took power in May 2021.
-Al Jazeera

"The violence 
initially erupted 
in northern Mali 
in 2012 but has 

since spread to the 
country’s centre 

and south, as well 
as neighbouring 

Niger and Burkina 
Faso."
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INTERNATIONAL

Donald Trump says FBI agents raided Mar-a-Lago
A “large group” of federal agents has 
entered Donald Trump’s Florida residence 
in an “unannounced raid”, the former US 
president said on his social media channel 
on Monday.
Officials from the US Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) entered the property 
in a move that “was not necessary or 
appropriate”, Trump wrote in a statement.
The circumstances surrounding the raid 
were not clear.
Trump was not at Mar a Lago when the 
officers arrived. He was seen leaving 
Trump Tower in New York City on 
Monday, where he also has a home.
The search, which the FBI and Justice 
Department did not immediately confirm, 
marks a dramatic escalation in a months-
long investigation into how classified 
documents ended up in more than a dozen 
boxes located at Mar-a-Lago earlier this 
year. It occurred amid a separate but 
intensifying investigation into efforts to 
overturn the results of the 2020 presidential 
election and added to the potential legal 
peril for Trump as he prepares to run again 
for the presidency in 2024.
In February, classified materials were 
found in 15 boxes of official documents 
related to the Trump presidency that 
were retrieved at Mar-a-Lago by the US 
National Archives. Under US law, all 
communication regarding presidential 
duties has to be preserved. The National 
Archives had referred the incident to the 
US Justice Department.
Justice Department spokesperson Dena 
Iverson declined to comment on the raid, 
including about whether Attorney General 
Merrick Garland had personally authorised 
the search, the Associated Press reported.
Trump claimed his home, the Mar-a-
Lago estate, was “under siege, raided and 
occupied” calling it a “weaponization of 
the Justice System” that could only happen 
in “broken, Third-World Countries”.
He alleged in his statement the FBI 
move was backed by Democrats who 
“desperately” do not want him to run for 
reelection in 2024.
“They even broke into my safe!,” he said.
Trump’s son Eric Trump told Fox News 
that the search was related to the documents 
sought by the National Archives.
Melanie Sloan, a former prosecutor and 
an expert in government ethics, told Al 
Jazeera it was difficult to know the reasons 
for the raid without a search warrant or 
affidavit, but she said the circumstances 
suggested it had to be “more than run of 
the mill”.
“He can be prosecuted for improperly 
taking and destroying documents,” 
she said. “That is not something that is 
prosecuted frequently and to prosecute the 
former president for it would be a very big 
deal so there must be some kind of issue 
about the content of these documents and 
what is in them that he is attempting to 
destroy.”
There are numerous federal laws in the 
US that govern the handling of classified 
records and sensitive government 
documents, including statutes that make it 
a crime to remove such material and retain 
it at an unauthorised location.
Although a search warrant does not 
suggest that criminal charges are near or 
even expected, to get the warrant officials 
must first convince a judge that they 
believe they will find evidence that a crime 
occurred.
“The FBI would not have sought a search 
warrant, (and) a judge would not have 
signed the search warrant if there weren’t 
probable cause for the FBI to search 
the premises for documents that would 
disclose a serious crime,” Richard Painter 
of the University of Minnesota Law School 
and a former ethics adviser to George W 
Bush, told Al Jazeera.
Two people familiar with the matter, who 
spoke to the AP on condition of anonymity 
to discuss an ongoing investigation, said 
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the search happened earlier on Monday. 
Agents were also looking to see if Trump 
had additional presidential records or any 
classified documents at the estate.
White House aides have recounted that 
Trump often tore up documents that later 
had to be taped together. Photographs made 
public on Monday morning reportedly 
showed handwritten notes by Trump 
ripped apart at the bottom of a toilet bowl. 
Axios first reported the allegations it said 
are included in an upcoming book by New 
York Times reporter Maggie Haberman.

The former president is also connected 
with investigations over potentially illegal 
business practices, his efforts to overturn 
the 2020 US elections, and his role in the 
January 6, 2021 assault on the US Capitol.
Several former advisers and staff have 
testified in the congressional inquiry over 
the origins of the riot on the Capitol, with 
much of the focus on the former president, 
his actions leading up to it and his refusal 
for hours to rein in his mob of supporters 
as they stormed the Capitol.
-Al Jazeera
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MOTORING

2024 Meyers Manx 2.0 Electric: The Original 
Dune Buggy, Remastered

n	 Scott Evans

It's finally happening: The iconic Meyers Manx 
is being reborn for a third time, now as a pure 
electric vehicle. No, it's not the ID Buggy 
concept Volkswagen cruelly teased us with a 
few years ago before crushing our dreams, it's 
an all-new model from the original outfit. Meet 
the Meyers Manx 2.0 Electric.
Real Deal
Lest you think this is another one of those 
startups that has nothing to do with the original, 
the EV dune buggy is being produced in 
California by the Meyers Manx company in 
partnership with "a U.S.-based manufacturing 
entity." Manx fans will know that founder Bruce 
Meyers died in February 2021 at age 94, and a 
year prior had sold his eponymous company to 
Trousdale Ventures to ensure its continuation 
after his passing. Trousdale founder and Meyers 
Manx chairman Phillip Sarofim hired legendary 
car designer Freeman Thomas, who penned the 
Volkswagen New Beetle among other notable 
projects, to create this next-generation Manx 
EV

Thomas' work is refreshingly true to the original 
while incorporating modern components and 
working around a wildly different drivetrain. 
Even so, it likely has more in common with 
the original Manx than the later models you 
know. The first Manx featured a custom 
fiberglass monocoque body with embedded 
steel mounting points and reinforcements. Too 
expensive to mass produce, Meyers switched to 
using a shortened Volkswagen Beetle platform 
with a fiberglass body after 12 unprofitable cars 
were built.

Small Battery, Lightweight, And Plenty Of 
Range
This new model utilizes an aluminum 
monocoque covered with a body made of an 
unspecified material. Indeed, a number of 
technical details are unclear or unannounced at 
this time. Regardless, hidden somewhere under 
the retro body work is a choice of two battery 
packs, one 20 kWh and one 40 kWh. Those are 
small by EV standards, but unlike a Tesla, the 
Manx 2.0 Electric only weighs an estimated 
1,500 to 1,650 pounds depending on battery 
size.
Thanks to its low weight, Meyers Manx 
estimates the buggy will go 150 miles with the 
small battery and 300 miles with the big battery. 
A Level 2 (6 kW) onboard charger is standard 
and DC Fast charging capability is optional, 
though only at 60 kW. Here again, the stats 
are unimpressive for a road-going EV, but the 
Manx 2.0 Electric's batteries are so small they 
shouldn't take too long to charge even at those 
speeds. We can't say for sure, though, because 
the company has not shared charging times.

Regardless of battery size, power will be sent 
to a pair of electric motors mounted on the rear 
axle, one driving each rear wheel for precise 
traction control and torque vectoring. Meyers 
Manx doesn't have specs on the motors paired 
with the smaller 40 kWh battery but says that 
model buggy will hit 60 mph in an estimated 
4.5 seconds. Go for the big battery and the 
motors will put out 202 horsepower and "up to" 
240 pound-feet of torque. The company didn't 
provide a zero-to-60 estimate for that model but 
it'll certainly be quicker.
Ready To Go Off-Road
Like the original, the Manx 2.0 Electric will 
feature independent front and rear suspension, 

but we don't have any details on the design used. 
Photos indicate a trailing arm front suspension 
like the original air-cooled Beetles and the 
original Manx. The rear, however, appears to 
be a modern multi-link design rather than old 
swing arm setup. Both look to have plenty of 
travel as an off-roader should, but the company 
hasn't provided those specs or official ground 
clearance.
Unlike the old Beetle-based kit car, this new one 
features disc brakes all around instead of drums 
and also adds regenerative braking on the rear 
axle, not to mention an electric parking brake. 
Up front, the Manx 2.0 Electric gets electric 
power steering and even windshield wipers.

In all the most important ways, though, it's true 
to the original. It's rear-wheel drive, has knobby 
off-road tires, seats two, and the roof comes 
off. Inside, the seats appear to be wrapped in 
a vintage tweed pattern and the minimalist 
dashboard features a single retro-modern round 
gauge. The roof appears to be one piece that lifts 
off the car and gets left in the garage. Like the 
old days, there are no doors. We hope there's 
more lockable storage in the front and rear now 
that there's no engine or gas tank in those spots.
No Price Yet, But You Can Be An Early Adopter
The biggest unanswered question we have is 
what the price tag will be for this adult-sized 

beach toy. Meyers Manx says they haven't set 
one yet, but if you don't care and want to get 
your name on the list now, reservations will open 
on the company's website after the car's public 
debut at The Quail show on Friday, August 19, 
during Monterey Car Week. Deliveries will 
begin in 2024.

If you want to be a real early adopter, though, 50 
buyers will be selected to participate in a beta 
program in 2023. In return for special access, 
you have to agree to provide feedback to the 
company while they work out the final kinks 
before full production begins.
-Motor Trend
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Man Utd's Marko Arnautovic interest 
'a PR disaster', says Chris Sutton

Serena Williams beats Nuria Parrizas Diaz 
for first singles win in over a year

n	 Phil McNulty

BBC pundit Chris Sutton says news of 
Manchester United's move for Marko 
Arnautovic is "a PR disaster".
United are interested in signing ex-West 
Ham and Stoke forward Arnautovic, who 
is now 33 and playing for Bologna.
Since new manager Erik ten Hag's tenure 
began with a 2-1 home loss to Brighton on 
Sunday, United have also been linked with 
Juventus midfielder Adrien Rabiot.
"That's madness, thinking about signing 
[Arnautovic]," said Sutton. "I thought it 
was a spoof, it's ridiculous."
Arnautovic scored 43 goals in 184 Premier 
League games before making a lucrative 
move from West Ham to Chinese side 
Shanghai Port in 2019.
The Austria international joined Bologna 
on a two-year deal in summer 2021, 
scoring 14 goals in 33 Serie A games last 
season.
Speaking on BBC Radio 5 Live's Monday 
Night Club, Sutton added: "It's a real 
wrong move in terms of the eyes of the 
supporters. There's a million other players 
out there United should have been linked 
with. I do no get that.
"It's an absolute PR disaster. If Arnautovic 
comes in, that's going to put Ten Hag under 
so much pressure."
After pursuing Barcelona's Dutch 
midfielder Frenkie de Jong all summer, 
United have now been linked with 
Arnautovic.
Bologna sporting director Marco di Vaio 
said Arnautovic is "at the centre" of the 
Serie A club's project.
"It's not a question of money," Di Vaio told 

Serena Williams claimed her first singles 
win in 14 months as she beat Spain's Nuria 
Parrizas Diaz to reach the second round of 
the National Bank Open in Toronto.
The American great, 40, showed glimpses 
of her vintage ball striking in a 6-3 6-4 
victory over the world number 57.
Williams' last singles success was at the 
2021 French Open.
She will play either Olympic gold medallist 
Belinda Bencic or Tereza Martincova next.
Williams made her singles return at 
Wimbledon in June after a year out with 
injury after speculation she may retire.
When asked what drove her to continue 
playing, she said: "I guess there's just a 
light at the end of the tunnel.
"Lately that's been it for me. I can't wait 
to get to that light. I love playing, so it's 
amazing but, you know, I can't do this 
forever.
"Sometimes you just want to try your best 
to enjoy the moments and do the best that 
you can."
A three-time champion at the Toronto 
event, Williams was given warm and vocal 
support by the crowd in her first hard court 
match since the 2021 Australian Open.
She and Parrizas Diaz exchanged breaks in 
the early stages, before a backhand smash 
gave the 23-time major winner a 5-3 lead 
and chance to serve for the set.
Williams then saved a break point of 
her own, before finally taking the set on 
another smash at the net.
Although her serve and movement were 
not at their best, she produced some superb 

Mediaset.
"Marko is priceless for us for what he 
represents from a technical point of view, 
for what he represents for our club. The 
fact that a club like Manchester United 
comes looking for our player makes us 
proud.
"Arnautovic is a winning bet, we all made 
great efforts to bring him here and he 
responded on the pitch - we want to go 
forward with him, our will is not to sell 
but to strengthen and complete the team to 
make an important season."
Also speaking on the Monday Night Club, 
Micah Richards said Arnautovic is the 
type of player Manchester United should 
bring in "after you've got your number one 
signing".
Richards added: "He is a good player, it just 
shouldn't be announced now. He should be 
sliding in through the back door and you 
think, 'oh, he adds strength in depth'.
"It's just desperation, there doesn't seem to 
be a plan. But players don't want to go to 
Manchester United now.
"Say they tried to get [Moises] Caicedo, or 
another young player, because of the size 
of the club, fans would say, 'who's this? 
why are we not going for the top players?'"
Brighton signed Ecuador midfielder 
Caicedo and Spain left-back Marc 
Cucurella last year, with the 20-year-old 
Caicedo having now established himself 
in their starting line-up and the Seagulls 
making a considerable profit by selling 
Cucurella to Chelsea. after a £15m arrival 
from Getafe.
"If you look at Cucurella, Chelsea are 
paying a 'risk premium'," said journalist 
Rory Smith. "Brighton take the risk that he 

defence to save another break point and 
keep the second set on serve.
That continued into a 25-minute service 
game that saw nine deuces, with Williams 
somehow coming through to hold before 
breaking Parrizas Diaz in the next game.
After converting her first match point, 
Williams congratulated her 31-year-old 
opponent, telling her she "played really 
well" before acknowledging the crowd.
The Toronto competition is one of several 
warm-up events for the US Open, which 
begins on 29 August.
Wimbledon champion Elena Rybakina 
and Simona Halep also advanced on the 
opening day's play.
-BBC

Sometimes you 
just want to try 

your best to enjoy 
the moments and 
do the best that 

you can.

might not adapt or settle, then Chelsea say 
'he's proven, we'll now pay his true worth'.
"United can't do that, they can't buy a 
£15m relatively low-profile left-back 
from Getafe. What they should be able 
to do is attract players who are not in the 
Champions League and saying, 'we can 
get you there, by adding five or six of you 
together'."
Sutton added: "If Ten Hag said, 'I need 
patience, we're going to bring young 
players in, we're going to develop them, 
you're going to have to bear with me for 
two seasons', I think the fans would buy 
that rather than what we've seen in the last 
24 hours.
"The last 24 hours have been really 
damaging for Manchester United. That's 
when it looks like they're making it up as 

they go along."
In June 2021, Arnautovic said he was 
"not a racist" following an incident during 
Austria's Euro 2020 win over North 
Macedonia that led to him being found 
guilty of "insulting another player" and 
suspended by Uefa for one match.
Arnautovic, who has Serbian heritage, had 
to be restrained by captain David Alaba 
as he celebrated his goal and appeared 
to direct comments at opponents Egzon 
Bejtulai and Gjanni Alioski, who have 
Albanian roots.
'We have to analyse and do better' - Dalot
Defender Diogo Dalot started Ten Hag's 
first Premier League game in charge of 
United and felt there were "some positives" 
to take from Sunday's loss, which was 
Brighton's first victory at Old Trafford.
Asked if positive results would take a 

long to come, the Portugal full-back said: 
"Obviously, that is what we are here for. 
This result is not going to take our heads 
off the path we need.
"It is a setback but now we have to analyse 
and definitely do better.
"There were still some positives. The 
second half, we had some good plays and 
we were a little bit more organised. We 
are going to have some time this week 
to organise and definitely do better for 
Brentford [next Saturday]."
Some sections of the home crowd booed 
on Sunday and Dalot added: "It is not an 
issue, they are with us 90 minutes, I am 
sure.
"But obviously we need to perform and we 
need to push them with us as well. We need 
to give them joy of watching us."
-BBC


